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LETTER FROM MAJOJJ DOWNING.

Letter of Instruction« to President Pierce artrl
Cabinet.

' Oastend, Octorer 28, 1854.
Dear Gineral : We are all prowlin round here

and duiug the best we can, though we haint mado
out to fetch matters to a head yet; but I guess wo
are in a pretty fair way for it. Our team's got grit
enough, and, by jingo, they'll haul the load they
hitch on to, or else somothin's got to give way Mr
Buckanan and Mr. Mason isn't quite spry enough .

they are a little on the old fogy fashion, and not
always re^ly to couie up to the scratch; but
with Mr. Sickles spurrin up on one side, and Mr
banders spurrin on tother side, and Mr. Souley
driyin up behind, we make out to get a pretty good
pull out of them sometimes. We'vo got things so
far ahead here that Mr. Sickles and Mr. Sanders
thinks L better write a despatch to you and the
Cabinet to homo and givo you some instructions
how to go on.

111 toll you what 'tis, Gineral, (when I call you
Mineral I sometimes ecnamost feel as if I was writin
to Gineral Jackson again;) I say, Gineral, I'll tellyou
what tis, them three S's (Sickles, Sanders, and
boulcy) aro the three smartest chaps that ever

growed in North America. They make Europe
stan round, and no mistake. Mr. Souley holds old
bpam between his thumb and finger, and whisks her
about jest as he s a mind to, Queen and all: Mr.
banders lays down the Democratic law to France
and stans a pretty fair chance to be chose President
of the new trench Republic after Napoleon goes

.an,d . fo.r old John Bull, I'll be licked
if Ithink the critter dares to stir an inch while
bickles holds him by the horns.

I suppoeo you've seen them letters.how Mr
Sickles snubbed Peabody, the great merchant
banker, about the 4th of July dinner. Capital,
wasn t it. le see, Mr. Peabody gin a 4th of Ju¬
ly dinner. lie s always doing sich things, or giv¬
ing money away for somethin or other; for thev

ajy he s got money enough to buy a kingdom
* lnVj^ ^r- Sickles to come and jine the

rest of us and have a good set down. But, ye see,
Mr. Icabody didn t know how much patriotism and
real Democratic grit there was stowed away in Mr.
Sickles 8 breast; ho had no idea o'nt; and that was
the roc* ho split on. You'll hardly believe mo,
Gineral, when I say it, but it's a fact, Mr. Peabody
had Englishmen there to help eat that dinner! It's
a me ancholy-fact, but it's true. If ho had had half
a tablo full of cannibals we could all a stood it and
fit our way through ; but Mr. Sickles couldn't stand
Englishmen. He had too much Democratic blood
m Inm for that. To mix up Democrats and Eng¬
lishmen at the same tablo wai awful. But that
wasn t the worst of it.

_
When Mr. Sickles got there

ho couldn t hardly believe his own eyes; for there
was a portrait of the Queen hung right up in the
same room with Gineral Washington ! Wasn't
that a stumper ? No wonder Mr. Sickles's, Demo¬
cratic blood biled over. But that wasn't the worst
of it. AY hen they come to give the toasts, they
toasted the Queen ! The rest of the folks stood up
to drink the toast, but Mr. Sickles grit his'teeth
and sot down as hard as a thouiand of brick : and
ho felt so disgusted he couldn't eat another mouth-
tul. And when the music, to increase tho insult,
struck up "God save the Quocu," Mr. Sickles took
his hat and marchcd out. There was spunk that
Young Amcrica ought to bo proud of! That Mr.
Buckanan did nt take his hat and march out too
only shows that he's an old fogy.

We've held our Congress, and got things in a

middling good train, though, as I said before, we
haint brought matters quite to a head yet. We
managed better than your Congress does. We
didn t stop to make so many long-winded speeches,
but talked nght to the pint, and got through in a
few days. The members chose me President of the
Congress thei first thing; for they said I was near¬
est akin to Gineral Jackson of any of 'em, and tho
honor belonged to me; so I had to take tho cheer.
L returned thanks for tho honor of course, and then
proceeded to business. I beginned by callin for the
reports of tho committees that had tho business in
hand afore we met.

I called for the report on England first, out

rCSKTC^^^° ^er kcing our venerable old mo¬
ther. Mr. Sickles, who was the head of that com¬

mittee, reported that John Bull was an obstinato
old fogy, and ho had found it very hard to make
any impression upon him. The people all seemed
to be tied to the Queen's apron strings, and did'nt
appear to care no more about Democracy than a
horse docs about his grandfather. Still he had
faith to believe that they could bo mado to take
it, and when the time comes he was ready to off
coat and roll up his sleeves and whip it into 'cm.
[Cheers.]
Upon the question of accepting Mr. Sicklcs's re¬

port, Mr. Buchanan rose and said he objected to
the term old fogy; he never did like tho term, and
he thought it would do more hurt than good in the
report, and he moved that it be struck out. Mr.
Sanders said no; that was the very cream of the
report, and ho objected to its being struck out.

W*r vofe» and Mr. Buckanan and
Mr. Mason voted to strike it out and tho rest voted
to keep it in ; so old fogy stands in the report by
a strong majority.

I then callcd for the report on France.
Mr. Sanders made a long report; but tho sub¬

stance was that tho Democratic crop in Franco
wasn't quite ripe enough to harvest. Napoleon had
filled the people's heads so full of the Eastern war
Md glory that they could'nt think of nothiu else.
But, said Mr. Sanders, " there's a good time comin,
boys; wait a little longer." [Cheers.]

.

¦Mr' Sanders s report was unanimously accepted,
with a proviso that, while we had to wait a little
longer, we shouldn't stop working, but keep stirrin
round and trying to get up a muss somehow as soon
as possible.

I then oallod for the report on Spain.
Mr. Souley rose, with fire in his eye and honey

and thunder on his tongue. Ilo reported that if
there was any sich thing as getting sunbeams out of
a cowcumber he could do it; aud he had come

pesky near kiudlin the flame of Democracy from
ono end of Spain to tother. He had churned the.
cream of Spanish Democracy, and churned it well,
and the butter begun to come and swim on the top
of tho buttermilk, and lie thought for awhile the
msness was done ; but when he looked into the
churn again, to his amazement tho witchcraft of
despotism had got tho upper hand, and the butter
was all moltm back again into the buttermilk.
u , says ho, as true as Jackson flogged the British

a cw rleans, I'll have a red-hot horse-shoe be-
ore oDg to put into that churn, and then butter
mu*f come. [Cheers.] .

G1ineral' things is over here.

it thoro ;
° "V1?- ^°'st ¥ot\ ^Ut ^0U may depend on

it there is great times ahead. You and Mr Marcv
and the rest must hold on and try to keen thines
snug and tight at home till we get our Government
under way over here, and we'll cut out some work
lor you to do before long; and them matters and
things that we don t send over any particular di¬
rections about, you and the Cabinet must try to get I
along with and manage accordin to your best dis¬
cretion. But you better bo gcttin your forces
ready as fast as possible, for we may oall for 'em at
any moment. You better enlist the old Downing-
villo company, and get cousin Sargcant Joel to take
command of it. Get Mr. Marcy to plan out the
nght sort of uniform, and get my friend Cushing to
address cm and fill 'em full of grit and ginger, so

they can't be held back, but will be ready at a mo-1incut's warning to u march" and carry Democracy
all over Eurup, and Asha, and Afraky, and
America.

.Postscript..I don't know but the muss 13 begun,
and we may have to send over by the next steamer
for Sargeaut Joel and his company to come on.

The French Emperor has got frightened or mad
about matters, I don't know which, and has snubbed
Mr. Souley and forbid his settin a foot on his land.
He turned him right out of the doors of France,
and told him to go about his business somewhere
else. This was when Mr. Souley was on his way
home to Spain from our Congress which wo held
at Oastend; for wo was very careful not to hold it
in France nor Spain nor England, so as not to stir
up a muss with tho Governments before it was
time. But Napoleon has been foolish enough to
put his foot in it, and now we've all agreed that ho
has got to knock under and back out, or smell
thunder.

. ,.In haste and bouio agitation, I remain your old
friend and Miuister-Gineral at large,

MAJOR JACK DOWNING.

Baltimore, Wednksdat, Nov. 29.
To the Editor* of the National Intelligencer:
Gentlemen : I bco by your ftsue of to-day that there

is a discussion between your correspondents " SimoisJ'
and Thymbrius" as to the authorship of the "pretty
conceit".

u The conscious water Baw its God and blushed."
I take tho liberty of suggesting that it is Dryden, and

not Crashaw, in all proper deference to the " Cyclopedia
or English Literature," which ascribes it to the latter.

It was one of the earliest, if not the first, indications of
talent given by Dryden, and oocurred when he was quite
a youth. The marriage in Cana of Gallilce, and the
striking miracle there performed by our Saviour, was the
subject selected by a tutoi' of a large class of which Drj-
den was a member, nnd the least promising of tliom *11,
to write out the original suggestions made by it upon
their youthful minds. All wrote, and most of them
cleverly, and some elaborately. Dryden wrote.

Lympha modesta prospiciens Deum ruhuit!
The conscious water saw its God and blushed!

MISCELLANEOUS.

Breadstuff* on the Lakes..Tho New lork Stato
canals will be closed next weok for the winter. Large
quantities of produce are on their way from the Upper
Lake ports. We ascertain from the clearances publisheu
in the Chicago nnd Milwaukee papers that there were up
to tho 25th afloat and on the way to Buffalo 108,092
bushels wheat, 177,247 bushels corn, 02,216 bushels oats,
1.1,000 bushels barley, and 4,800 bushels rye, making a
total of 455,256 bushels grain from those two ports. Be-
uides, there is undoubtedly a considerable quantity afloat
from the ports of Racine, Waukegan, Kenosha, and
Sheboygan'.
Snow..A gentleman from the western pnrt of New

York informs the Albany Register that snow fell at Me¬
dina, Orleans county, on Saturday night last, to tho depth
of fifteen inches. Tho sleighing was good there on Suu-
day, and the weather was cold and blustering.
Large Rewabb..The Canadian authorities have in-

created the rewards for Townsend and his gnrg so that
they amount in the aggregate to five thousand ddllars.

Indemnity Refused..On the last day of the session
of the Vermont Legislature a resolution passed the House
to pay a member for his overcoat, which had been Btolen
during session hours ; but tho Senate rejected it, on Uio
ground that it would be time enough for tho State to pay
for the coat when it had stolen it. »

Destructive Fire..About $30,000 worth of property
was destroyed by fire at Marietta (Geo.) on Saturday
last. The printing ofliccs of both the Journal and the
Advocate were consumed. Cherokee Hall, the Pattilo
Building, tho Masonio Hall, and Wadsworth'a etoro are
also in ruins.
An Abduction Case..Fenton Peters and his wife

Jane were arrested at New Orleans last week by the
sheriff of the parish of Jefferson on the charge of having
abducted a boy named Denis Laugton from the planta¬
tion of his guardian, Mr. Pierre Sauvd, above Carrollton.
It oppears that the boy is the heir of an estate of $30,000,
and that Mrs. Peters is the only surviving sister of his
deceased mother. In case of the boy's death she would
be the sole heir to tho estate. They are to be examined
in Carrolltoi^ where the alleged offence was committed.
Deplorable Casualty..On Saturday evening last Mr.

Mordecai Thompson and Mr. Adolphe Henry started in a
small sail boat for Bay Monte for the purpose of hunting.
Nothing was heard of them afterwards until yesterday
afternoon, when their lifeless bodies were found near
Choctaw lighthouse. Strange as it may seem, the boat
from appearances drifted ashore upright and the two
young men lying in her. The supposition is that they
lost their sail, and, having no resource but to trust to the
waves, lay down to await tho issue, in which condition
they froze to dentil..Mobile Tribune, 2^d ultimo.
Slave Tbade on tiie Eastern Coast of Africa..An

arrival at New York has a report stating that the barque
Afton, Archer, last from Cape Lopez and Rabenda, put
into St. Helena for more men, bound to the Mozambique
Channel. She reported eight hundred negroes on the
coast, the ownors oftering twenty thousand dollars to car¬

ry them to tho island of Cuba, freight to be paid by a
house in New York.
A Noble Act..George Beacii, Esq., of Ilartford, (Ct.)

has erected a fine brick building in that city, comprising
twelvo comfortable tenements, which he designates
" House for Widowsbeing intended for the comfort
and accommodation of women who have been deprived of
the means of support by loss of husbands, &c. This
building he has put in the hands of Trustees for that
purpose, merely requiring of each tenant the nominal sum
of $10 a year, which is to pay repairs, insurance, and
taxes. It is already filled with that class of persons, and
Mr. Beach is receiving, in the blessings of the "widow
and fatherless," a greater happiness than is derived from
fat dividends..New Haven Register.
The Second Advent People still continue strong in

the faith, and their meetings at Salem and elsewhere iu
New England continue with unabated interest, with no
falling off of the numbers in attendanco. Events have not
occurred precisely as was expected, and Bomc argue that
the end will not be until next spring.

>
Remarking upon

an argument of that kind, Elder Cummings, in an article
in the " Morning Light," a paper published at Concord,
(N. H.) closes with the following singular exhortations:

Brethren, take not ono step back to Egypt, neither pot off
the coming of the Lord to " next tpring," hut continue to go
out to meet tho " Bridegroom." i iu*h up tho work that its to
be done ai lust as you can, that you way be ready to bo pre¬
sented before tho Father blameless..Salem Journal.
Dreadful Aocidhkt from Camphene..Several mem¬

bers of the family of Major Israel Pierson, of West Bloom-
field, (N. J.) were shockingly injured on Tuesday evening
by the bursting of a lamp containing burning fluid. The
lamp was standing in the middle of tho table and the
family seated around when the explosion occurred. One
little girl, nine years old, died the next morning from
tho effects of her burns. Another older daughter is so
much injured as to render her recovery uncertain. Tho
mother and a little boy are also considerably burnt. The
particular reason for the explosion was that the wick had
dropped out of one of the tubes down into tho lamp, and
the gas which was thus allowed to pass up through the
open tube ignited from thollame ot the other, which
was burning. These " accidents" will always happen
as long as this explosive mixture is used.

Accident on the Ohio Railroad..During Wednesday
ni"ht a collision took place on the Baltimoro and Ohio
Railroad, at a point a few miles west of Martinsburg, be¬
tween a passenger train from Wheeling for Baltimore and
a coal train going West, which resulted in considerable
damage to tho locomotives and cars. Tho baggage, mail,
aud smoking oars were injured to such an extent that the
train was compelled to proceed to Baltimore without them,
after a detention of six hours. The cause of the collision
is attributable to the coal train being run out of time. ,

The Indianapolis papers state that a wagon load of the
notes pf the Stock Banks were returned one day last
week upon the Auditor of the State of Indiana.
The coal beds of East Tennessee aro beginning to ex¬

cite attention nnd interest. They are located on the line
of the Nashville and Chattanooga Railroad. The coal is

bituminous and of a soft texturo.

The Rockville (Md.) Journal says the growing wheat
looks promising. Nearly all has been guanoed liberally.
A large crop is anticipated.
The locomotives passing through the neighborhood of

Marion, Ohio, are obliged to blow their wh.stle.t.llthey
get out of the woods, in order to keep the deer off the
track.

sULTANA KAISIWS FOR MINCE-MBAT..10
I dr,». for »>. b,

snEKBIiL BR0TnKRa,
No. 40, opposite the Centre Market,

nov 30.3tif (Star;1

WASHINGTON.
"Iilberty and l/nluu.now and forever, one and

. Inseparable."

_
SATURDAY, DECEMBER 2, 1854.

THE WAR.

Intelligence by the last mails from Europe con¬

firms us in the opinion that the war is to extend over

several eventful campaigns. The date of its close
seems to us further removed aud its results less
.distinctly foreshown than at the commencement of
military operations last spring. This very Crimean
expedition, in many respects the most stupendous
exhibition of national strength that the world has
witnessed, operating upon that distant theatre, al¬
most without the bounds of civilization, with a well-
appointed military force of one hundred and fifty
thousand men, accompanied with an ample and per¬
fect materiel of corresponding magnitude, the whole
conveyed and supported by the most numerous and
powerful navies that have ever, been colleotcd for
the accomplishment of warlike ends.this Crimean
expedition, wasteful as it is of human life and na¬

tional treasure, far from conquering the peace that
is desired, will, it is to bo feared, only render that
peace of more remote and difficult attainment. The
efforts of the Allies are met by corresponding efforts
on the part of the Emperor of Russia; equality is
restored, and the immense disasters of this conflict
of giants in the Crimea will not be followed by
those conclusive cmequences which might bo ex¬

pected fro Li humble combatants with inferior
moans. T expenditures of this campaign, vast as

they arc, wi not e^J. >ust either party"; the result,
however sue - ful ,.ud glorious for one, will not
be overwhelming aud decisive of the war as to
the other.

If Sebastopol be taken, a heavy blow indeed will
have been inflicted upon Russia. But it will not
be a disabling and mortal blow. Her right arm

for offensive warfare will have been struck down
and temporarily palsied; the means laboriously
amassed for the pursuit of- her traditional policy of
external aggrandizement and of aggression upon
Turkey will be lost, and the further accomplish¬
ment of that policy adjourned perhaps to illustrate
the reign of a successor of the actual Czar. But
the solid granite body of the Russian Empire will
be unweakened, its vast defensive resources will not
be materially diminished. Tho vis inert!it: of the
Russian Empire, distinguishing it from all contem¬

porary empires, and wfflch it owes perhaps even

less to its immense yet compact dimensions and
its dense masses of population than to its slightly
advanced civilization as compared with other Euro¬
pean nations, will, we apprehend, be found in¬
vincible by the utmost efforts of the Allies. The
haughty Czar, conscious of his strength, confident
in the future, wounded but not struck down, dis¬
comfited upon his frontiers but not conquered, will
retire into the interior, repelling the conditions
of peace offered by the Allies as peremptorily and
indignantly after his armies shall have been de¬
feated (if they are defeated) in the Crimea, upon
the Danube, and on the Pruth, as ho does now, as

ho did six months ago. Confining himself, within
his own dominions, to the very formidable and
comparatively slightly exhaustive operations of de¬
fensive warfare, ho will wait till the exhaustion or

reverses of tho Allies shall have restored that equali¬
ty of position which will tako from his acceptance
of reasonable conditions of pcace the appearancc of
compulsion, which his pride will not brook ,aud
which his power rejccts.
Nor may wo doubt for an instant that chivalric

France and glorious old England, with her in¬
domitable energy, her stubborn perseverance, and
her national pride, founded on centuries of great
achievements, will, whatever tho result of the
Crimean expedition, pursue yet for several cam¬

paigns the ends sought to be accomplished by
the present war. If Sebastopol falls this year,
Sweaborg must fall next year, and Cronstadt tho
next, till all the accessible agents of Russian ag¬
grandizement, her maritime commerce, her fleets,
her sea-ports, her whole naval powtfr actually exist¬
ing, shall be destroyed. Then, probably, if the
civilization of Russia were advanced to the same

point with that of France aud England, tho ends
and the end Of the war would be attained. The
Allies would be able to dictatc conditions of pcace.

Neither France nor England couW bear this iso¬
lation, tho stoppage of all commercial intercourse
with other nations. Modern civilization, wsth its
arts, manufactures, and commerce, has produced for
them such intimate and extensive relations with
the rest of the world.relations upon which the
comfort, the material well-being, it may be almost
said the daily existence, of all classes of their popu¬
lation depend.that it may be confidently asserted a

fearful social revolution would inevitably attend one

year's exclusion from intercourse with the family
of nations. Not so with Russia. Doubtless a strict
blockade of the whole Russian sea-coast, stopping
totally all maritime intercourse with other nations,
would produce in Russia a certain degree of discom¬
fort and suffering. The comparatively small mer¬
cantile class would suffer most; tho nobles would
have to dispense with some articles of Parisian
luxury to which they are now accustomed; but it
may be questioned whether the happiness and ma¬

te-rial well-being, such as it is, of nine-tenths of the
Russian population would be injuriously affected to
any perceptible exteut by such exclusion.. It may
well be doubted whether the civilized Powers them¬
selves, whoso navies would effect this blockade,
would not even more suffer, by the privation of the
raw materials which they had been accustomed to
draw from Russia as aliment for their manufactures,
than Russia from her inability to sell them We
have indeed recently met, and from an English
source, with an argument to this effect on this very
point. The writer was opposed to the adoption of
measures by the Allies to prevent the export from
Prussian neutral ports of raw materials of Russian
origin, arguing that the total suppression of this
trade would operate more to the injury of England
herself than to that of Russia.
The war was too hastily, if not unnccossarily,

entered upon by all parties, and has already bceu at¬
tended by incidents which, had they been distinctly
foreseen, or even doubtfully anticipated, would have
prevented the kindling of tho conflagration which is
now raging. Who can doubt that if the Czar had
foreseen that the resumption last year of his ag¬
gressive policy upon Turkey would have induced
tho formidable alliance of France and England
which is now threateqipg with annihilation that

naval power of Russia which has been built up and
fostered with so much care and expense, and which
had become of such fine promise, he would have
postponed to a more convenient season the fatal
mission of Prince Menbciiikofp to Constantinople ?
Amd the Allies themselves, in their pride of power,
did not calculate with sufficient exactness the re-

sistent forces of their enemy, which, when the com¬

paratively easy task of preventing his advancc and
of driving him back from the Principalities into
his own limits Bhould be accomplished, would en¬

able him to resist indefinitely their utmost efforts
at total subjugation, slid prevent for many year?, if
not forever, the imposition upon him of humiliating
terms of peace. They counted also with too much
confidence upon tho co-operation of Austria and the
rest of Germany in a war having for its pro¬
fessed object tho limitation of the power and hu¬
miliation of a grasping neighbor, from whom tho
interests of Austria especially, and of Germany
generally, have much to apprehend. The Allies
forgot that if Austria and Germany have much to
fear from Russia, they have also, in another view of
their relations, much to hope from her ; and they
did not sufficiently consider that if the danger to be
apprehended by Germany from Russia be real, it is
also remote; while the advantages sccured by un¬

interrupted friendly relations and alliance with the
Czar are pressing, instant, and of equally vital
import. But we shall not now take occasion to
state our views touching the position of the German
States with respect to the war. At present we have
only to say that the Allies can count now with no

more confidence than heretofore upon active Ger¬
man co-operation in hostilities against Russia. If
Austria and the other German States are making
warlike preparations upon a scalc of unusual mag¬
nitude, it is, we believe, solely with the view to be
able to command, uuder all possible circumstances,
respect from the belligerent Powers of that neu¬

trality from which they will not depart, except in
the last extremity.
As intimated in the beginning of these remarks,

our last advices from Europe show that both Russia
and the Allies are resolved that, whatever be the
result of the great conflict now waging in tho
Crimea, defeat shall not dishearten, but sha^l only
serve to inspirit them to greater exertion for the
recovery next spring of the ground that may be lost
during the present campaign. Reinforcements are

daily sailing from the southern ports of Franco for
the army of the Crimea ; ships from the late Baltic
fleet and numerous transports of tho merchant
marine are hastening to tho Black Sea, laden with
provisions, munitions of war of all sorts, and regi¬
ments of all arms, numbering, it is asserted, 20,000
men. A portion of tho army of occupation of
Greece has already gone, and that which has been
for some years occupying Rome is said to be under
orders for the same destination. England on her
side is despatching from seven to ten thousand ad¬
ditional troops; and Russia, it seems, from the last
despatch of Gen. Cankoijeht, has already esta¬
blished the numerical superiority before Scbastopol,
which, despite tho gallantry and skill of the Allies,
which none can appreciate more highly than our¬

selves or moro sincerely admire, may yet drive them
with ruin, though not with disgrace, from the en

tcrpriso they have perhaps rashly undertaken.
A TRUE FOREIGN POLICY.

We have nowhere, or at any time, seen the po¬
licy which should govern our public counsels in
regard to foreign affairs laid down more justly
and wisely, or more"; clearly and concisely, than wc
find it in the annexed brief passage of Governor
Manning's recent Message to the Legislature of
South Carolina. Happy would it be for the honor
of our country, as well as for its highest interest, if
these sentiments could become universal and ever

form the. rule and guide of our National Govern¬
ment.

THE EXTRACT.
" As a constituent part of the American Confederate

Republic, the existing aspect of our foreign relations is
a nutter of deep interest, and requires from you watch¬
fulness and solicitude. The laws of comity which re-

gqhtc the intercourse of nations, a iliscrcet and sound
policy towards ourselves, and the good faith to be ob¬
served in maintaining the terms of treaties, should make
this nation carefully avoid both the reality and ap-
penrance of attempting, directly or indirectly, to grnsp
anj portion of foreign dominion. Whatever can be eti'ect-
ed that is desirable for the country to achieve, by open
treaty, with a distinct nnd separate Power, is a question
of policy alone, to which there can be no objection; but
beyond this the Government has no right to go, whether
through the agency of unlawful enterprises at home or
indisueetand auomalous ministerial interference abroad."

Major Downing..Wo had lost'sight of our

old friend Major Jack Downing so long, and wore

so completely ignorant of his whereabouts, that we
had began seriously to apprehend that he had fallen
a victim to some distant and perilous expedition in
the service of the Government when our anxiety
was happily relieved by the receipt from him of the
copy of the Report to the President which is in¬
serted in this morning's Intelligencer. We confess,
however, that the chief matter of his report sur¬

prised us almost as much as the hearing from him
gratified us. We had seen many references in the
public papers to a "Conference of American Am¬
bassadors in Europe," and even that the " ultima¬
tum" of the Conference had bcon forwarded to the
President by the hands of our Consul at Paris, who
arrived here a few weeks ago. But, notwithstanding
all this, and even a quasi recognition of Che thing
by our official paper, the Union, the novelty and im¬
probability ofit were so at variance with all precedent
in our history, and all necessity or likelihood in our

political system, that we gave the story no crcdencc,
supposing it to have been fabricated by some of the
presses which deal in marvels and live on public ex¬
citement, when the letter of Maj. Downing reached
us and gave reality to what wo had deemed an in¬
genious fiction. The transaction presents matter
for grave comment; but as wc sdiall in so few days
have from the President himself, in his commu¬
nication to Congress, an exposition of this, with
other matters of public concern, we will reserve till
then any further remarks.

NORTII CAROLINA SENATORS.
Out*readers are already awaro that the Hon. David S.

Rkid and the Hon. Asa Bigos have been electcd to the
Senate of the United States, the former for the short
term and the latter to succeed Mr. Badger. The Whigs
of the House paid a merited tribute to the public services
and personal worth of the Hod. D. M. Barrixgkr in sup¬
porting him for the vacancy, and to those exalted abilities
and that devotion to the interests of the State that so

pre-eminently distinguish Mr. Dadoes in endorsing his
Senatorial career..Raleigh Register.

t

It is stated that Mr. Strano, the Mormon leader of
Beaver Island, is elected to the Legislature of Michigan.
The whole Mormon force voted for Mr. Pkck, the only
Democrat elected to Congress from that State.

*

SOMETHING YET TO BE SETTLED.

In the spcech of Gen. Cass, lately published,
there were severe strictures upon the course of some
of the Southern presses, and the Charleston Mer¬
cury takes up the pen to combat " a few points"
in the speech. In the first place, it utterly repu¬
diates the idea that slavery possesses no " motive
power," and can only go by virtue of special legis¬
lation into the Territories. It will not admit that
slavery in the United States is to be judged by de¬
cisions based upon the common law of England. Sla¬
very exists (the Mercury contends) in this country
under circumstances altogether peculiar and anoma¬

lous, to which such decisions can have no applica¬
tion. It is not forbidden but recognised in the
Constitution of the United States.
The Mercury scouts the idea of^ municipal law

being nccessary beforo slavery can enter the Terri¬
tories as inconsistent with the equality and sover¬

eignty of the States. There can be no sovereignty
or equality with a discrimination against the slave
States. As tho Democracy, therefore, have still a

tangled question to decide among themselves be¬
fore they can plead a nationality beyond that of
tho Whigs, it may be but just and proper that the
Mercury be allowed to state its own views in its
own language, so that the Democracy of the North
may read and understand the matter under consid¬
eration.

FROM THE CHARLESTON MRRCUHT.
If the South for a moment accepts such doctrine, she

abandons the vital idea of Democr&tio faith and the very
escence of her political rights. The proposition advanced
by Gen. Cass is no novelty in itself, but it is a fact full
of significance when it is heralded as good Democratic
doctrine by the leader of tha£ party in the West. It
shows how much Democratic faith has swerved from its
old line at the North, and to what depths of humiliation,
concession, and recreancy tho champions must stoop to
appease the cry of abolition; that before its fearful
swell the most sacred principles must fall, even one so

glorious in its conception and so noble in its history as
the equality and sovereignty of the States. And, more

than all, it reveals to the South theBtartling fact that her
allies at the North, long and often weakened by their
own submission, and now overwhelmed by the tempest,
are compelled to whittle down still more her diminished
rights and to abandon her to her fate. It is another of
the many and bitter experiences written in tho history
of the last thirty years, all illustrating one memorable
truth, that a people who shrink from the bold mainte¬
nance of their own cause can never have faithful allies ;
they are indeed unworthy of them.

13ut Gen. Cass, in his zeal on this subject, makes a

statement which will no doubt astonish tho Southern
members who voted for tho Nebraska bill. lie says :

" Every man, and the South almost as one man, voted
for them. Every man who voted to give to those Territo¬
ries the power to legislate over slavery, to introduce or
to exclude it at pleasure, knew full well that he was giv¬
ing to the Legislatures of these Territories, who would
not consider themselves prohibited by the Constitution,
an authority which would be exercised to the letter, and
that the fate oT slavery, as an institution in tho country,
would depend ou their action, or rather would depend on
¦tin introduction by them, at without tuch introduction it was
excluded by the absence of any local law maintaining it."
. This is certainly a new feature in the case. * What!
Southern men sustain a bill, believing and knowing that
by it they were thus sacrificing the South, forever bhut-
ting slavery out of Kansas and Nebraska, and placing
upon our front the stamp of inequality and degradation!
Is this the bill, this the principle, which so united tho
South in what they believed fair and constitutional, but
which, according to Gen. Cass, is the vilest swindle T It
is not possible that Southern men could have acted with
such perfidy or. irubccility. They never dreamed that
slavery, under this bill, could not enter Nebraska or

Kansus until admitted by Frcesoil squatters; but they
believed that these Territories were to be in fact what they
were proclaimed, " tabula rasa," upon which the institu¬
tions and habits of every section of the country might
freely impress themselves. Gen. Cass, in making the above
statement, has utterly falsified the position of the South.
They nevor did, and, unless ready at ouco to give up the
cause of right and honor, never will, accept of ouoh » oou-

struction. It has been wrung from this bill to appease
the fur/ of fanaticism by men regardless of truth to¬
wards tho opinions of Southern members or justice to
the South.

NO PLATFORM !

For the first time sinco the adoption of the
Resolutions of 1798.'99 have the leaders of the
Virginia Democracy shown signs of faiutiu* or fal¬
tering. Annually, and sometimes semi-annually,the creed of the " Indomitables" was proclaimed
to the faithful of the State and to the world at
large with no hesitating or doubtful tone, but with
the boldness and fervor of the old Romans who
directed the councils. Never within our rocollection has
there been a failure to proclaim the incomprehensible
truths which every body was expected to understand bet¬
ter than their authors. It was in vain that Mr. Madison
gave them a peaceful and a conservative interpreta¬
tion ; whenever the Democratic power was to be called
44 to arms" the old platform was put forward, and the
sturdy believers wero called upon to see that not a plank
was out of plnco nor a splinter subtracted. By degrees
additional timbers were added, some of them shaped with¬
out axe or hammer as far north as Baltimore, and the
whole structure was looked upon and admired as the very
Skbastopol of Democracy.

Alas! that there should now be signs of doubt or

symptoms of danger! The Richmond Enquirer gravoly
and even seriously counsels that there shall be no decla¬
ration of principles at the Convention which is to come
off at Staunton on Thursday next! It fears division aud
distraction. It is its " deliberate conviction that the
4 Staunton Convention will determine the destiny of the
4 Democratic party in Virginia; will settle, for long years
4 to come, tho problem of its continued ascendancy or its
4 overthrow and banishment from power!"

This is a subject of pad and sorrowful contemplation.
With much veneration for so ancient and moss-covered an

institution as that of the Virginia Democracy, we cannot
look upon this sombre picture, drawn by,the skilful pen¬
cil of the Enquirer, without something of emotion; aud
we must cbtrude eo far upon the grief of our worthy con¬

temporaries r.:< to ask when it was that the " unterrificd"
sovereigns of Virginia gave up their destiny to a political
Sanhedrim such ks that about to assemble at Staunton ?
If every thing really 44 depends upon the aotion of the
Staunton Convention," how is it that the people them¬
selves have been allowed to know nothing of their im¬
minent danger until the very latest moment ?
But we havo at length discovered the bitter ingredient

in the Democratic cup. The Whig* have not preserved
their gravity and wonted decorum in view of the impor¬
tant movements on tho political chcss-board. It is tlrat
mischievous organization and their imputed allies that
have been disturbing the peace of mind of the gentlemen
ofjtho Enquirer. 4' We wish (say they, in the very bitter-
4 ness of deprecation) the Democracy of Virginia could
4 witness the delight and exultation with which their
4 feuds are contemplated by their adversaries, whether
4 they be the Whigs of this State, the Know-Nothings of
4 Massachusetts, or the Abolitionists of Ohio."

Well, this is certainly a bad state of things; but the
Whig grimaces cannot be very general, nor their exulta-^
tion very loud, if tho good people out of tho precincts of
Richmond have not had eyes to see or ears to hear. But
we have respeot for the sorrows of the disconsolate, and
must forbear even a smile on the occasion, awaiting
the current of events with all the grace and patience at
our command.

F. M. Bristow was recently elected a Representative
in Congress from the third district of Kentucky, to sup-
ply the vacaucy caused by the death of thft lion. Prsslkt
Ewiaa.

FROM THE ISLAND OF CUBA.

CORRESPONDENCE OF THX N*W OBLEAN1 TRUE DELTA.

Havana, Novmber 15, 1854.
I gave you a few lines by the United States war steamer

Princeton, since which we hate had no extraordinary ex¬
citement. Oen. Manzano left this port cn the steamer
Don Juan of Austria for the east end of the Island, te
visit Baracoa and to superintend the proceedings against
the captured schooners, officers, crews, and passenges*
implicated in the recent introduction of arms at that
point. This officer is also charged with the investigation
of sundry violations of the treaty between England and
Spain for the suppression of the slave trade, by intro¬
ductions which have been made of Africans at Nuevas
Grandes and other near points, which have been publioiy
disposed of in the city of Nuevitas. A cargo of four hun¬
dred and forty was introduced at the first named pine*
about three weeks since, and two or three smaller lota
have been since entered and distributed. One cargo of
six hundred, which it was supposed the Government had
secured on the south side, proves without foundation, an
the negroes had been divided upon estates, whore it wil
impossible to trade them, and some few aged and sick
only have been found.
Mohtoro, the citizen of New Orleans who is now held

in prison1 hero under suspicion of being the murderer of
Castaneda, will have to remain so until the Government
are well assured od his innocence. The noting Consul,
Wm. II. Robertson, who has the snmo power for actios
in this case that he could have if clothed with full exe-
qunter authorization as Consul, has done all that could
be done in the premises to urge speedy investigation and
release.
Montoro took from the Spanish Consul at New Orleans

a passport as a Spanish suhject, under which be came to
Havana, and he must abide the consequences. There is
nothing of Koszta in the mutter, and action for his pro¬
tection as an American citizen is cut off by his own im¬
prudence : it is met a outrance by his own declaration to
the contrary.
The exequater of Consul does not give any dip'omatia

rights or powers in Cuba; but I am happy to say that,
through the intelligence and industry of our countryman
in his acting capacity, no interest of the country or its
citizens has hten neglected; on the contrary, more usefn^information has been famished the States and more la¬
bor performed in the month* of the present incumbency
than are embraced by the years since the administration
of Gen. Caui'belx,; proof of which your members of
Congress or others interested may make by a visit to tho
consular bureau at Washington. Col. Robertson is fit*
miliar with the language, familiar with the people and
their peouliar habits, at all times a courteous gentleman,
and in consequence is always listened to with most n>-
speedful attention by the Captain-General, and his slight*
est requests promptly attended to. He is at this moment
occupied with matters of importance to our growing steam
commercial marine and other interests, which will nn-
doubtedly yield favorable results under the just conside¬
ration and business habits of Gen. Josk de la Concha ;
and it is the hope here that, as the office does no more pay
for political aspiration and .' love of country," he may hi
let alone.

I hand you a paper herewith which is rather suspi¬
cious, and if all 1b to be as therein declared we shall hare
a season of warm work. 1 have seen so many-of these
formidable documents that when the wolf really comes I
shall probably be taken by surprise. In this connexion I
am informed that there will Uo " pronun^inmentos" against
Spanish rule at four or five points of the inland on Sun¬
day next, which is a double feast day, being the " Saint
Day" of our Queen, to be celebrated at the palace with
"beca manoa," a grand parade, inspection nnd review of
troops, nnd throughout the country by diaallegianct! I
should think there was something in the matter, a screw
or two loose somewhere, from the movements noticeable
with tho various wireworkers and cljques who love Cuba
for their own interests, and the preparation which is
quietly being mado at the arsenals and shops for services
in the interior or at the east, as the exigenoies of the pub¬
lic peace may require. If there is any movement we shall
know it by the li^d or 23d, or in time for advice by next
steamers
Evening..The steamer not having arrived, I am com¬

pelled to notice the reports which have been through the
day circulated among us, qb I believe, to mislead those
who may have in charge truthful advice to the people of
the Southwest of the United States, and to give color to the
correspondence thty? may go to New Orleans.
The Governor o( Trinidad is said to be in arrest in this

city, which I presume is true, but tho cause is for per¬
mitting in his district the violation of tho laws in relation
*o tho introduction of Africans. It has been made the
foundation of a story of revolution iu " Villa Clara" and
the neighboring country, "in which the soldiorr. have fra¬
ternized with the people," &o., in which I Lave not, afl
yet, the least confidence. We have also reported that
twenty-five Creoles-have been &hot at Bavasoa, which is
anticipating the possible action of "Gen. Manzano." It
seems to me a story for the purpose of working upon the
Creole mind for sumo other action which may be serious¬
ly contemplated. By tho next steamer tho certainty of
these things may be determined, and I trust no persona
may be misled in the mean time. The city and defences
at Havana at the present moment may have near three
thousand effectivo troops, which, in two or three weeks,
should there be Jemnnd for reinforoements in the conn-
try, will be reduced to about two thousand. The troops
of the island are in a good stato of discipline aud drill,
but very short of tho complement intended for its de-
fence.probably of regular troops, effective for field ser¬
vice, not over eleven thousand men. The appurtenancesand munitions of war are abundant.
[The seizure of the American schooners at Baracoa is

represented to have been suggested by the discovery of
a letter written in cipher by a filibuster in New York to
one at Baracoa, which wa9 opened by tho Spanish offi¬
cials, as the Cuban to whom the letter was addressed was
a suspected party, who had beeu pardoned for having
been engaged in the Lopez expedition. This letter stated
that these schooners were freighted with munitions of
war, and hence the searoh and seizure. One of the schoon¬
ers, the Charles T. Smythe, as already stated, has boon
released, but the John G. White will probably bo confis¬
cated. Two of her passengers, Mr. Lacoite and Mf.
John II. Felix, were in prison at last dates.]

FROM PANAMA.
The Panama (New Grenada) Star of the 4th instant

cautious letter writers in the United States, who send
letters for Panama and other parts of the Pacific coast,
except California, to. prepay the postage, or else thoir
letters will not be forwarded. So witu letters from thoss
points to the United States.
The same paper mentions that the West India mail

steamer took news from Australia (via Call&o and Pana¬
ma) of ouo month's later dates than those received by
other routes. The Star thinks the advocates of the Pa¬
cific route to Australia should not overlook this fact
The editor describes a trip ho made over the Isthmos,

between Panama and Aspinwall, and corned to the con¬
clusion that there has been great exaggeration in regard
to the difficulties and dangers of the route. He found
the railroad under fine progress, aud portions of it in on
were in giod condition. It id expected that the road
will be opened through by January or February, Tho
difficulties in its construction are very great in cons»>

quence of a heavy shower of rain about noon every
during what is colled the rainy season. Aspinwall is stated
to be quite an enterprising business town, and, whta
the railroad is completed, will be one of the most thriving
places on tho southern coast.

BrnfTixa or a Gas Meter..On Monday afternoon,about half-past three, the gas meter in the building \>o-
longing to the Manhattan Gas Company at New York
burst with a tremendous noise, totally demolishing tho
building and scattering the materials in every direction.
A large number of workmen were in the building, clean¬
ing out the burnt rubbish from the fire on the 21st instant,but providentially all escaped unhurt with the exceptionof one mr.a named Samuel Gordon, who had both bis legsbroken by the falling of the walls. He was removed (.the hospital, where he lies in a critical condition.

Tkk Eagle and trk Owl..The Valley Whig gives anaccount of a desperate fight, not longsince, near Amster¬
dam, Bottetourt county, Virginia, betweeu an eagle and
an owl. The eagle had seized upon the owl, but found his
prey too weighty to bo carried off, and in the scuffle tho
owl fastened his claws in the eagle's thig'i, and held his
enemy to tight as to make it impossible f<»r him to escapo.While\iit this condition a gentleman passing by, hearingthe senffle, approached and easily captured both the ooa-
batants. The owl was one of the largest of his species,and the eagle measured over six feet across the wings.
Graxisa Accidkht..As John Andrews, of Topsfield,

(Mass.) aged sixteen years, was hunting squirrels with
his father on Thursday, while passing through soma
bushes the lock of his gun got caught by a twig aud ths
gun was discharged, the contents entering Lis side in tfcs
region of the heart and causing his immediate death.


